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Application for an Exception
VARIATION FROM AN ORGANIC STANDARD
This form is to be completed to request permission for a temporary variation from an organic standard. 
· Approval in writing is required prior to varying from the standard. 
· Once completed, please return this form via; Email: organics@asurequality.com 

· An assessment of your application will be made and the form will be emailed back to you stating whether the temporary variance from the standard has been granted or denied, any reasons and any conditions relating to the approval of temporary variation.  Please maintain the completed form on file for review by your auditor at your annual audit.

	Company Name:
	     
	Registration No:
	     

	Contact Name:
	     
	Ph Number:
	     

	Email:
	     
	
	     


Please clearly indicate the standards relevant to your organic operation:
	STANDARDS
	

	1. AsureQuality Organic Standard


	   FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES       

	2. IFOAM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	3. OOAP/EU
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	4. USDA NOP
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

	5. Other (COR, JAS, Taiwan, etc.)      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES        FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO


I ,      ………………… (full name) of      …………………………………………(address/property) request  the following variance (relevant Standard, reference, and justification for variance):

	Clause in AsureQuality Standard which is not able to be meet

(Note: This request is restricted to the AsureQuality Organic Standard only)
	     


	Please indicate any other standards (non-AQ) and their clauses that this Exception Request may apply too. (Note: Standard holders e.g. MPI  determine approval criteria for exception requests, request the relevant OOAP Dispensation forms for further information.)
	

	Start Date
	     


	Finish Date
	     


	Details of exception being requested 

(Detail how the practice does not comply with the standard)
	     


	Justification

(Please provide details of the efforts made to comply with the specific clause)
	     


	


Signed       ……………………………………………  Date      …… /………/……..
This section for AsureQuality use only     
	Temporary Variation             FORMCHECKBOX 
Granted
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
Denied
	Reasons/Conditions of approval if any:

MPI Approved:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
Not applicable

	Name:      

	     

	Position:      

	

	Signature: 

	

	Date:      

	

	This approval of temporary variation expires on:
	      
	


Notes for applying for an Exception
AsureQuality may grant an exception, on a restricted basis, for a variance from an organic standard where there is a documented exception option available. Where the AsureQuality Organic Standard has text in a box that is clearly labelled as ‘Regional or other exception’, this means that an exception may be possible. 

Note that Exception requests such as seed or propagative material dispensations, and sugar feeding of queen bees or hives, should be made on the specific Dispensation form relating to that request. 

Note that some types of exceptions may require formal approval from the Ministry for Primary Industries, which may take time for a decision to be made. Please request the OOAP specific Dispensation forms.
You must request permission before varying from a required standard, as some standards do not permit variance.
Justification

Please give detailed reasons for the request, clearly relating the request to the relevant clauses of the standard that you are requesting an exception for.
Standards that apply to your operation
Please clearly identify the standards that your operation is certified to, as this may restrict the type of exception that can be granted.
This form is available from AsureQuality.com under forms
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